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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE JOHANNESBURG 2055 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINS, SF 

SUBJECT: SOWETO TENSION PERSISTS AS KRUGER THREATENS TO CLOSE 
SCHOOLS 

REE: JOHANNESBURG 2030 

1. SUMMARY: SPORADIC VIOLENCE IN SOWETO CONTINUES TO KEEP 
TOWNSHIP UNEASY AS POLICE AND BANTU EDUCATION OFFICIALS 
ANNOUNCE PLAN TO CLOSE SCHOOLS IE STUDENTS CONTINUE BOYCOTTS. 
END SUMMARY. 

2. THE RUNNING SKIRMEISHES BETWEEN YOUTHS AND POLICE 
THAT HAVE PLAGUED SOWETO FOR OVER A WEEK CONTINUE AS 
POLICE RESPOND TO ATTACKS FROM STONE THROWING CLUXTERS OF 
YOUNG PEOPLE. NO SERIOUS INJURIES REPORTED BUT POLICE 
HAVE ARRESTED APPROXIMATELY 75 IN LAST 24 HOURS. 

3. MINISTER OF JUSTICE KRUGER APPEARS PREPARED TO EOLLOW 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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THROUGH THREAT TO CLOSE SCHOOLS IF STUDENTS CONTINUE BOYCOTT. 
KRUGER ISSUED A MINISTERIAL STATEMENT SAYING AS OE MONDAY, 
AUGUST 8, INSPECTORS WOULD VISIT SCHOOLS AND DECIDE WHICH 
TO CLOSE, WITH SUBSEQUENT TRANSEER OF TREACHING STAFF TO OTHER 
SCHOOLS (OR LOCALES). 

4. COMMENT: PUSH HAS COME TO SHOVE WITH KRUGER'S THREAT 
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TO CLOSE DOWN SCHOOLS. SOME SERIOUS DECISIONS WILL HAVE TO 
BE MADE BY THE BLACK COMMUNITY BETWEEN NOW AND MONDAY. ONE 
EACTOR WHICH MAY INELUENCE ITS DECISION WOULD BE WHETHER SCHOOLS 
ARE CLOSED TEMPORARILY OR PERMANENTLY, WITH SOME TEACHERS 
TRANSFERED TO THE HOMELANDS. AT THIS STAGE, IT IS HARD TO 
IMAGINE THE HARD LINERS (SUCH AS THE SSRC) BACKING DOWN, 

BUT PERHAPS SOME PARENTS WILL BE ENERGIZED TO TAKE COUNTER- 
ACTION RATHER THAN HAVE THEIR CHILDREN IDLE. 

JOHNSON 
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